
News from Mrs Motley  
Reminders:  
 
Thank you  
Many thanks to all parents for your generosity in purchasing our stationary on the 

Amazon Wish List. The first list was purchased within 2 hours of the list going live.  

As your head teacher, I was overwhelmed with the response and always feel so 

lucky to have your continuous support.   

Also, as a result of this success we are working closely with a parent who is able to 

supply the school with stationary at a discounted price. This will help the school 

no end.   

 

We were also lucky to receive a lorry full of materials and accessories for art,  that 

another parent generously donated.  

 

Dogs  

It has been brought to my attention that people are leaving dogs strapped to our 

scooter area and letting dogs wander around the gate entrance  into school.  

I am sure most of your dogs are friendly but we must be mindful of others. We do 

not want  to frighten children, as some are scared to walk past when a dog is not 

on a lead. Please can I ask you to follow the value of cooperation and respect.  

 

Role Models  

Sadly, I have been informed that some parents are using inappropriate language 

in our playground, which is not suitable for our children and other adults to hear. 

We, as parents , are our childrenõs role models; therefore , we must be mindful of 

the way we behave and the choice of language we use.  

 

The children of Merryhills are very respectful of our values and adhere to these at 

all times, therefore, one would expect adults in our school environment to do the 

same.  

 

On this same note please can you be mindful how you are speaking to my mem-

bers of staff, particularly those at the front desk, who work extremely hard to help 

and support you with questions and queries.  If there is certain behaviour that is 

not acceptable you will be receiving our code of conduct (see attached) from 

the school.  

 

Maths Workshops  

Thanks to all those parents that attended our workshops, we have received posi-

tive feedback and as always will look at areas to improve.  

 

School Uniform  

Please ensure that your child wears the correct uniform. During cold weather I 

have seen numerous coloured fleeces and jumpers. Smiths school wear, (our  uni-

form suppliers)  do sell a warm maroon fleece that is part of the correct uniform.  

Girls and boys may wish to wear sensible black ankle boots during colder weath-

er. Boots should be suitable to wear in school all day.  

PE kit must be in school at all times  

¶ PE t-shirt in house colour Ruby (red), Sapphire (blue), Emerald (green), Topaz 

(yellow)  

¶ Black PE shorts  / Black plimsolls / Black  trainers for outdoor PE  

¶ Black / navy joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie for cold weather  
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     Reminders  

      School Values  

Our value for next 

half term  is:  

         Cooperation  
 

         End of Term:  

Friday 15 February     

Children return to 

school on  

Monday 25 February  

              

       School Meals  

The price of school 

meals are £ 2.30 per 

day / £11.50 per week . 

If you wish to change 

meal arrangements 

please inform the 

school office  
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   Merryhills Primary School  

Merryhills is on 

twitter. Please  

follow us 
@Merryhillssch to 
find out our latest 
news and daily 
happenings at 

school 



Birthday treats  
Just to remind you all that we still welcome birthday books from children in our library. I know this can be a 

good alternative to sweets or chocolate given out at the end of the day.   

However, the Governors have discussed this issue at a meeting and decided that we would not dictate 

whether or not sweet treats should be brought into school, but more about things in moderation. We al-

ways say when sweets are given out that children must take them home so that it can be a parental 

choice.  As we are a nut free school, please be mindful when purchasing birthday treats.  

 

Dining Experience  
We are excited to announce that we will be getting some new round tables for children to sit on in the 

canteen, thanks to funding allocated for improving their meal time experiences.  

The new tables  will allow for more room and space whilst your child eats in a more sociable way.   

 

We have been trialling out the new seating arrangements, therefore when your child is called in for lunch 

they may have  to wait 1 minute or so for a space. This is no different to eating out in a restaurant or other 

school canteens. However I am pleased to announce that as the trial period has progressed things have 

been running smoothly. The children are very excited about the new tables coming.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merryhills Values  

 

We are delighted to announce that Merryhills has been awarded an Enhanced Values Mark Award for our 

Values Based Education.  

 

Our Values visitor Sue Webb was blown away by the pupil's behaviour and discussions about how values 

help them within their learning and every day life. It was also evident that our children at Merryhills have an 

excellent understanding of how Values are a common language around the world.  

 

Sue Webb said, "If there is one word I would use to sum up my day at Merryhills School, it would be  

 inspiring !" 

 

Now that our 12 core values are truly embedded within all areas of our school, we aim to encourage  

children to think about other values that are of importance around the world such as:  

¶ Resilience  

¶ Gratitude   

¶ Compassion  

¶ Responsibility  

We also aim to introduce values stickers as a specific reward for children who display our values - so look 

out for them coming soon  

 

 

Excellence  

Equality  

Happiness  
Friendship  

Self BeliefHonesty  

Confidence  

Cooperation  
Creativity  

Determination  
Independence

 

Respect  
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Merryhills Primary School  

                      Statement of Expectation of Behaviour  

 

 

As part of a Values based school, we expect all staff, pupils, parents and visitors to be 

respectful to one another at all times and to be mindful of the following statement: - 

 

Whilst the public are on our premises there is an expectation that behaviour by both 

staff and visitors, including parents of pupils, will meet certain standards:   

 

* Our staff will be polite and courteous towards you at all times.  If you feel a mem-

ber of staff has behaved in an unacceptable way please end your discussion and 

report the matter in writing to the head teacher or senior manager.   They will then 

contact you to investigate and attempt to resolve your complaint.  

 

* In return, it is our expectation that you will be polite and courteous to staff and 

members of the school community.  If staff are subjected to unacceptable behav-

iour, they have been instructed to end the discussion with you and inform you of 

the reasons. You will be asked to leave the premises.  A letter to confirm the rea-

sons why you were asked to leave and the action that we intend to take as a re-

sult will be sent to you.  You will be given the opportunity to discuss the matter with 

us in a calm and civil manner.  If the incident is particularly serious or is repeated 

you may be barred from the premises.   

 

The following behaviours are unacceptable:  

 

*  swearing, spitting, shouting, threatening words or gestures  

*  physical intimidation and the use of force such as pushing, pulling, poking,  

 prodding etc.  

*  racist, ageist and sexist comments  

*  being under the influence of drugs or alcohol whilst on our premises  

*  smoking whilst on our premises  
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Beech Classõ assembly ð The Firework Makerõs Daughter 

 

To start the New Year off in Year 5, we studied Phillip Pullmanõs brilliant 

book òThe Firework-makers Daughteró, from which we produced our class as -

sembly, showing many values in the process: confidence, determination, self -

belief and, most importantly, co -operation.  

 

After practicing lines, songs, a dance, making props and costumes, our class 

was officially ready to pull off a fantastic assembly on stage.  

 

The story is based on a young Chinese girl called Lila. Lila loved creating her 

own fireworks ever since she was little but after a landmark conversation 

with her father, she discovered that her dreams of becoming a firework 

maker like him had been crushed (just because she was a girl ð so unfair!).  

 

Like all of the children in Beech class, she showed amazing resilience and  

determination to overcome the obstacles in her way and realise her dream. In 

the end Lila passes the test and lands her perfect job.  

 

We enjoyed producing an action -packed assembly for the school to remem-

ber, full of singing, dancing and acting. Our class are hoping that the audience 

of the show loved our creative and imaginative show as much as we enjoyed 

performing it!  
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Year 2  
In Literacy, Year 2 have been 

creating their very own  

monsters. We used descriptive 

language to write about our 

monsters under different  

subheadings such as 'Habitat' 

and 'Appearance'.  

Year 2 enjoyed learning about  

monsters so much that we  

designed and made moving  

beasts during Design &  

Technology too.  
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We used balloons and 

straws to inflate and 

open our monster 

mouths.  



MerryCrew Half Term News  

We started the year off with creating 
our winter scene. We used mod rock and 

different coloured paints to make the 

upside down snowman.  

   

 

Next we used our own 
faces cut out and 

stuck for the 3D snow 
family. We finished 

off the display by  

designing our own  

snowflakes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had lots of fun playing the 

turn taking game and winter  

bingo.  

 

 

 

One of our favourite activities was making 

paper chain dragons to celebrate the  

Chinese New Year.  
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We learnt how to say Happy New Year in Chinese (Gung 
Hey Fat Choy), we also made a colourful mat and we 
all had a go at eating noodles and rice noodles with 

chop sticks, it was very tricky!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our final activity of the half term was to thread wool 
around a heart shape and decorate a smaller one to 

hang inside to give to someone we care a lot about.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gung Hay Fat Choy from the 

MerryCrew.  
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  Year 1 

 

This half term, Year 1 have been looking at  

imaginary settings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have read a range of stories based on 

this theme and have created our own set-

tings and stories using adjectives and time 

conjunctions.  

 

 

 

 

Our favourite story was 'Aliens Love  

Underpants' where we created our own  

aliens and setting using foam and chalk.  

We loved describing our special aliens!  

 

 

 

Our second favourite story was 'Molly's Jolly Brolly' as we recreated the story and 

thought of magical settings that we could travel to with our umbrella.  

Have a look at our beautiful art work!  
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CLIMATE AND WEATHER  
in year 6  

In year 6 we have been 
learning that climate can 

be affected by many 
things and that it can 

make your surroundings 
either hot or cold.  

 

Some things that can affect the cli-
mate are things like urban areas, alti-

tude, mountain ranges and how far 
you are from the Equator.  

 
Urban areas can affect the climate 

since lots of 
people are 

packed close 
together and 

because the roads are made of tarmac 

therefore it absorbs heat and light.  
 

Altitude is how high you are and be-
ing close to the ground affects how 

hot/cold it is. Mountain ranges can 
change the climate because on one 

side of the mountain, there could be sun rays but the other 
side of the mountain could be cooler .  

 
If youċre near the Equator, there will be 

more heat be-
cause the Sun 
is shining di-

rectly to-
wards the 

centre of the 
Earth, which 

is where the 
Equator is.  

 
 

Have a look at some of our Climate 
Change Posters and art work that we 
have also completed for our topic in 

year 6.  
 

Prathiba and Imogen (Sycamore Class)  
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